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same way, taking refuge in the dictates of
his spiritual nature, he rejects with scorn the
teachings which declare that we must arm our-
selves against contagious physical trouble by in-
oculation or other preventives. The idealist in
him resents the tyranny of the flesh implied in
these scientific conceptions and beliefs, and hence
he presents the odd spectacle of a thinker who
in many ways seems peculiarly the product of
the age of Darwin, Spencer, and Wallace, of
Haeckel, Lamarck, and Nietzsche, valorously
combating the very theories which are the ap-
plied logic of the scientist's faith. It is the poet,
the idealist, the mystic, at war with the shrewd
publicist and social student.

The same tendency in Shaw leads him to ac-
cept with warmth and preach with vigor the idea
of the life-force, another Nietzschean conception
which he adapts to his own purposes. What is
this power as he conceives it, and what its ap-
plication to man in the Shavian faith?

The life-force is a modern representation of
God, not so much a Being, as a Becoming tend-
ency in the universe, an upward striving which,
working through countless aeons, has broughtr.    And this is a moral repel-
